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An Exceptional "Fall" Migration of Shorebirds 
Along the Big Bend Reach of the Platte River 
Introduction 
The Big Bend reach of the Platte River extends about 80 miles from Overton to Chapman, 
Nebraska. This area is characterized by braided channels with numerous riverine islands 
bordered by cottonwoods (Populus deltoides) and willows (Salix spp.) along the high banks. 
Habitat between the high banks consists of open water, barren sandbars and mudflats, 
herbaceous islands, shrub islands, and floodplain forest. 
Prolonged summer flows during 1983 were among the highest recorded this century; in 
excess of 20,000 els (cubic feet per second). Spring 1984 also consisted of high flows resulting in 
much scouring and shifting of alluvial sediments. By early July 1984, flows had dropped from 
about 3,000 els to less than 400 els by the end of the month. These low flows continued until 6 
September then they increased to over 3,000 els. During the drawdown phase of these flows, 
large mudflats were exposed in low-lying and backwater areas. These nutrient rich sediments 
hosted multitudes of aquatic insect larvae, especially larvae of Chironomidae (midges). The 
abundance of both suitable habitat and an available food source coincided with the "fall" or 
southward migration of several species of shorebirds. These conditions resulted in an 
exceptional shorebird flight along the Platte River. The following species account summarizes 
our observations. 
List of Species 
Snowy Plover (Charadrius a/exandrinus)-Two individuals were observed observed on 25 July, 1 
mile downstream from the Kearney Canal Diversion Dam in Buffalo County. The slim 
black bill, black legs, and lack of a breast band characterized them. This is apparently the 
first July sighting of this species in Nebraska (Johnsgard, P. 1980. A revised list of the 
birds of Nebraska and adjacent Plain States. Occ. paper N.O.U. No. 6, Lincoln, NE). 
On 24 May 1978 a pair was observed making nest scrapes on a barren sandbar along the 
Platte River in Sec. 16, T8N, R14W Buffalo County. They did not nest (Lingle 
unpublished data). 
Semipalmated Plover (C. semipalmatus) · This species was observed on 5 occasions between 
10-20 August in Hall County. The maximum count was 2. 
Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - Observed on 11 occasions between 19 July - 28 
August. Maximum count = 2. 
Lesser Yellowlegs (T. flavipes) · Observed on 7 occasions between 18 July - 24 August. 
Maximum count = 10. 
Solitary Sandpiper. (T. solitaria) - Two individuals observed on 24 July. 
Willet (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus) ·Ten individuals were sighted on 15 July. 
Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) - One individual was observed on 25 July near the Snowy 
Plovers. The long, decurved bill; head stripes; and uniform coloration between the body 
and underwings were diagnostic. This is the first July sighting in Nebraska and the first 
Whimbrel sighting in Buffalo Couty (Johnsgard 1980). 
Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) · One individual was sighted on 25 July near the Snowy 
Plovers. This represents the first "fall" sighting of this species in Nebraska (Johnsgard 
1980). 
Semipalmated Sandpiper (Ca/idris pusilla) · Observed on 11 occasions between 18 July and 28 
August. Maximum count= 5. 
Least Sandpiper (C. minuti/la) - Six sightings between 3-27 August. Maximum count = 3. 
Baird's Sandpiper (C. bairdii) - Observed on 18 occasions between 17 July to 28 August. 
Maximum count = 15. 
Pectoral Sandpiper (C. melanotos) -Seven sightings between 31 July and 23 August. Maximum 
count = 10. The earliest previous "fall" record was 3 August (Johnsgard 1980). 
Stilt Sandpiper (C. himantopus) - One observation of 6 individuals on 16 July. Johnsgard (1980) 
reported the earliest "fall" sightings on 21 July. 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Tryngites subruficollis) - Ninety individuals were observed in a 
recently cut alfalfa field adjacent to the Platte River in Hall County on 3 August.Johnsgard 
(1980) reported the earliest "fall" sighting on 17 August and did not mention Hall County 
relative to documented sightings. A more recent sighting of 1 individual was reported on 
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31July1980 (1980 (twenty-third) fall ocurrence report. Nebr. Bird Rev. 49:14-30). (An 
incidental sighting of 2 individuals on 29 August at Harvard Marsh, Clay County was 
made by Paul Bedell and Gary Lingle). 
Caspian Tern (Sterna caspia) - One individual was sighted in Hall County on 12 July. The 
earliest previous "fall" record was 20 July (Johnsgard 1980). 
Forester's Tern (S. forsteri) - Two sightings were recorded; one each on 25 July and 15 August. 
Maximum count= 4. Johnsgard (1980) reported the earliest previous "fall" record on 1 
August. 
Black Tern (Childonias niger) - One observation in Hall County on 3 August of 1 individual. Six 
other species of Charadriiformes were observed in the area during this period however 
they are nesting species and therefore would not be appropriate to list relative to 
migration dates. These species are: Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus), Killdeer (C. 
vociferous), Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularia) Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia 
/ongicauda), Wilson's Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor), and Least Tern (Sterno 
antillarum). 
Early initial "fall" sightings were recorded for several speices and several county and/or 
seasonal state records were observed. The importance and use of the Platte River as a fall 
stop-over area for shorebirds appears to vary from year to year but the potential of the river in 
providing suitable habitat exists. Lingle, G. and M. Hay (1982. A checklist of the birds of 
Mormon Island Crane Meadows. Nebr. Bird Rev. 50:27-36) provided a preliminary account of 
shorebird use along the Platte River near Grand Island. The observations reported in this study 
auguments our knowledge of the Platte River system and elucidates this area's importance to a 
wide variety of migratory birds. 
- Gary R. Lingle and Thomas E. Labedz, The Platte River Whooping Crane Trust, 2550 N. 
Diers Ave., Suite H, Grand Island, Nebraska 68801. 
1984 FALL FIELD DAY 
The 1984 Fall Field Day was held (officially) from noon to noon, 6/70ctober, at the4-H Camp 
at Halsey National Forest. The weather was not the best-light rain early Saturday morning, 
only a couple of short showers in the afternoon, and no rain Sunday, both days dull and gray. But 
the attendance was good-87 were officially registered-but the added manpower could not 
make up for the lateness in the season and the poor weather - the tally on or near the For est was 
only 81. In addition, 4 species (marked N) not recorded in the Forest were seen by a party that 
went up US 83 to the North Loup Saturday morning, and 4 (marked E) were seen from Duning 
west by incoming participants or by a party that went up past Purdham. There was the usual 
slide show on Saturday night and Wayne Mollhoff commented on the bird atlas project. Of the 
birds submitted for consideration for "best bird" since the Annual Meeting, the Common 
Moorhen, seen at Capitol Beach, Lincoln by Bill Garthright was selected as first. The King Rail, 
also at Capitol Beach, but seen first by Daryl and Margaret Giblin, was second. 
The species tallied were: Pied-billed Grebe, American White Pelican (N), Double-crested 
Cormorant, Great Blue Heron; Greater White-fronted and Canada Geese; Wood Duck,Green-
winged Teal (E), Milliard, Northern Pintail, Northern Shoveler (N), Gadwall, Ring-necked Duck 
(E), Ruddy Duck (E), Turkey Vulture, Nothem Harrier; Sharp-shinned, Cooper's Broad-
winged, Swainson's, Red-tailed, and Ferruginous Hawks; American Kestrel, Ring-necked 
Pheasant, Greater Prairie-Chicken, Sharp-tailed Grouse, American Coot (E), Killdeer; Greater 
and Lesser (N) Yellowlegs; Pectoral Sandpiper, Ring-billed Gull (N), Mourning Dove, Eastern 
Screech-Owl; Great Horned and Burrowing Owls; Common Poorwill (a fresh road-kill), Belted 
Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker; Downy and Hairy 
Woodpeckers; Northern Flicker, Horned Lark, Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, American Crow, 
Black-capped Chickadee; Red-breasted and White-breasted Nuthatches; Brown Creeper, 
Marsh Wren, Ruby-crowned Kinglet; Eastern and Mountain Bluebirds; Townsend's Solitaire, 
Swainson's Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing, 
European Starling; Orange-crowned, Nashville, Yellow-rumped, and Wilson's Warblers; 
Northern Cardinal, Rufous-sided Towhee; American Tree, Chipping, Clay-colored, Field 
Vesper, Lark, Savannah, Grasshopper, Song,Lincoln's, White-throated, White-crowned, and 
Harris' Sparrows; Dark-eyed Junco, Red-winged Blackbird; Eastern and Western 
Meadowlarks; Common Grackle, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, and House Sparrow. 
Three or four kettles of from 30 to 60 Swainson's Hawks were seen, with about 200 just 
sitting on the ground, by the Webers and Kovandas, and Gary Lingle sighted three prairie 
rattlesnakes. 
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Article redacted at the request of the author (March 2013).
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Article redacted at the request of the author (March 2013).
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NESTING COMMON MOORHEN 
IN LANCASTER COUNTY 
On 6 July !984, at 6 PM CDT, I saw a Common Moorhen at the Capitol Beach marsh, in 
Lincoln. It was about 10 yards to the north when I first saw it, and I could see the red facial shield 
and red bill with yellow tip, the yellow legs, a thin white horizontal line along the side, and 
prominent white patches along either side of dark undertail coverts. It acted mildly agitated, and 
swam away from me but stayed in the vicinity. 
At 7 the next morning I waded into the pond at that spot. This time I saw two adults that 
stayed close together and appeared to be a pair, and I found a nest with 10 eggs in a small clump 
. of narrow-leaved cattails. The nest was a well-made, compact cup of cattails, floating on the 
Nest and eggs, taken 7 July. 
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Adult and pair with young, taken 11 July. 
Very Young chick (probably less than day old), taken 11 July. 
water but anchored to the cattails. It looked more compact and of better construction, with a 
deeper cup, than an American Coot's nest. The eggs were tan, with small brown spots of varying 
sizes irregularly scattered over the entire shell. The ground color was darker and the eggs were 
less uniformly spotted than a Coot's egg. I measured one with a tape measure. It was 1%" long 
x 1 Ji" diameter. 
One adult swam back towards the nest while I was attempting to take some pictures. It 
came to within 5 yds. of me, then climbed out of the water onto a floating board. It appeared to be 
upset at my presence, but not excessively so. Bill and Bonnie Mulder, of Lincoln, were watching 
all of this from the bank, and after I moved off they saw the adults swim back to the nest and 
begin incubating. 
The next day, 8 July, at 8 AM CDT, I was wading in a marsh north of Lincoln, near 27th and 
Bluff Road, and about 4 miles from the Capitol Beach Marsh. As I came out of a stand of cattails I 
saw a Common Moorhen about 25 yds. to the north-northwest. It immediately started making 
loud, sharp calls, and appeared to be very agitated. It swam off at an angle to my left, and slightly 
towards me. A little behind it a number of downy young rushed across the water into some thick 
cattails. There were at least 7 of them, probably more, and they ran on top of the water on the 
floating cattail stalks and other dead veg?tation. They were thickly covered with black down and 
seemed to have rather stout bills and sturdy legs. I think I could see a bit of red on the heads of a 
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couple of them, but they moved very quickly out of my sight and I'm not sure. I waded over to the 
spot but couldn't find a nest or any other sight of them. IsawtheMoorhen here againon29July, 
but didn't see the young. 
Daryl and 'Maragret Giblin tell me that they saw another, different pair of Moorhens with 
young at Capitol Beach, but I've seen only that one family group. I saw them again 9 August -
one adult with 7 half-grown young. 
- William C. Garthright, 2240 N. 31st Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68503 
NOTES 
EARLY NESTING WOOD DUCKS. On 7 May 1983 I found a female Wood Duck with 
newly-hatched ducklings at Cedar Island, a property alon the Platte River in Sarpy County 
owned by Metropolitan Utilities District. On 12 May 1984 I found another Wood Duck hen with 
ducklings (I believe she was taking them from nest to water for the first time). These are early 
nestings for Nebraska. I had assumed in the past that the reason for this early nesting was the 
availability of nesting boxes, but the personnel at Cedar Island informed me that the boxes had 
not been used either year, so the Wood Ducks are using natural cavities. 
- Ruth C. Green, 506 West 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 
GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER NEST. On 20 June 1984 I saw Great Crested 
Flycatchers nesting in a bluebird box. This was at Beaver Lake, Cass Co. 
- Ruth C. Green, 506 West 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 
Article redacted at the request of the author (March 2013).
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LAZULI BUNTING. I saw a male Lazuli Bunting by the railroad tracks at the foot of Child's 
Hollow in Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co. , on 14 May 1984. I could see the cinnamon band on the 
chest and the white belly. 
- Ray Korpi, 1002 Dogwood Court, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 
(Unfortunately, this record did not get into the 1984 Spring Occurrence Report, NBR 
52:51.) It would have changed the Douglas-Sarpy total species to 227 species, but not change the 
overall total.) 
GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW IN BOX BUTTE COUNTY. Around eight o'clock 25 
November 1984 I was watching the monster flock of House Sparrows flying in and out of my 
backyard feeding areas when I noticed one moving about like a White-crowned Sparrow -broad 
hops, tail at an angle, in short, not moving with the flock. 
Using my 7x35 binoculars I singled this individual out, and thought I caught a yellow crown. 
Needless to say, I was pretty excited! I was approximately 30 feet away, perhaps more, from the 
flock, and looking through a less than optically perfect kitchen window, so I went out to my 
garage (makes a wonderful "blind") to get a closer look. Within a few minutes, and after I chased 
a cat away, the flock came back in. This time the Golden-crowned Sparrow took the long route 
over· apple tree, patio, tomato patch, then to the salad vegetable patch where I've set up water, 
a cottonwood limb and dried sunflower plants for perching, etc. ·but gave me a very good look 
about 10 ft. away. It came around off and on all day, showed up again 26 November during my 
lunch hour. I didn't see it today (27 November) but I didn't have much birding time. 
- Doug G. Thomas, 1035 Mississippi Avenue, Alliance, Nebraska 69301 
(This is the fifth reported Golden-crowned Sparrow for Nebraska. Thomas Co., May 1950; 
Cherry Co., April 1962; Scotts Bluff Co., May 1966; and McPherson Co., October 1966; NBR 
18:68, 30:50, 34:76, and 35:24. Johnsgard's A Preliminary Checklist listing of one of from the 
1979 Christmas Count for Scotts Bluff Co. was based on a flash report which had a garble of 
Golden-crowned Kinglet. -Ed.) 
The golden crown is 
apparent in the color 
photogragh. 
TORPID PINE SISKIN. On 22 February 1984 I unintentionally left a Potter trap (banding 
equipment) open for the night. The temperature that night was -22° F. The next morning, when I 
went to the patio to re-fill the feeders , I found a Pine Siskin in the trap. From all appearances it 
was dead; it was lying on its breast, with feathers slightly fluffed out. I was sure that it had frozen 
during the night. I did not remove it immediately, but decided to go back inside and finish a cup of 
coffee first. About 10 to 15 minutes later, as the sun peeked over the horizon, I looked back to 
the trap and was very surprised to see the Siskin bouncing around to get out. Just as 
hummingbirds and some members of the goatsucker family have been known to become torpid 
to survive under stressful conditions such as these, I believe this is exactly how the Siskin 
survived the night. 
- Ruth C. Green, 506 West 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 
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